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MAC calls for new gym as growth strains ageing facility 

Te Kura o Tititea Mount Aspiring College is calling for a new gymnasium as rapid growth in the Upper 
Clutha puts increasing strain on its 1980s-era facility. 

Principal Nicola Jacobsen says the school's gym is no longer adequate for delivering the physical education 
(PE) curriculum. 

“The Upper Clutha is a really fast-growing community and we are seeing a lot of young families moving 
here.  

“We currently have around 1300 enrolled students, and while the school campus can accommodate up to 
1700 students, our gym is one piece of infrastructure that hasn’t kept pace with our growth. We’re still using 
the same gym the school had when it opened in 1986.” 

The school's old swimming pool was recently demolished to free up a site for a new gym, and while the 
Ministry of Education has earmarked funding for the project, there is no confirmed timeline for construction. 

“To deliver our PE curriculum, we have to take students off campus to use other facilities,” says Nicola. “We 
are really grateful to the community for allowing us to use their facilities, but taking students off site uses 
valuable curriculum learning time. Ideally, we’d like to deliver the majority of our PE programme on 
campus.” 

Head of Learning for Physical Education and Health Neil Stuart says a new gym with more floor space 
would completely revolutionise the way PE is taught at the school.  

“We regularly have up to eight PE classes running at the same time. It's freezing here in winter, and when 
it's really wet we can't use the fields either, so having just one gym makes things very difficult.  

“I think we live in one of the most active communities in the country — our students are amazing, and most 
of them love PE so much they'd rather be cold and wet than miss out. 

“We just want to give our students the same opportunities and facilities as kids get elsewhere. When I 
worked at a school in Auckland with 1800 students, they had three gymnasiums and 16 badminton courts. 
Here, we have to take our senior students to Paetara for their badminton assessment, because our gym 
can't fit them.” 

Year 13 Head Student Sophia Menlove says it would be great to have a larger gym so students could play 
more than one game at a time indoors.  
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“I'd love to see senior and junior teams playing at the same time, so seniors can mentor the juniors. And it 
would be great to finally have somewhere to put all the amazing equipment we've been donated by the 
community so students can actually use it.” 

Leader of the student-led sports committee, Caroline Smith, agrees. 

“We want students to reach their potential and be as competitive as possible. The courts in our gym aren't 
the right size for some sports like volleyball and netball, so our students can't train using the real thing. 

“A space with more than one multi-purpose court, adaptable depending on what we're using it for, would 
make a huge difference. When we host sporting exchanges with other regional schools, we can't fit all the 
matches in the gym, so some get played outside on turf — which isn't ideal for netball, for example.” 

Presiding Member of the School Board Mark Sinclair says the current gym facilities fall significantly short 
and the board is eager to see the new gym built. 

“The college is the only secondary school serving the Upper Clutha, yet when it comes to PE and sport, our 
staff are having to pull rabbits out of hats to give our young people every opportunity. 

“Wānaka is very well set up for elite sport, which is great for students at that level. But we also need gym 
facilities that work for all students so every one of our rangatahi has the chance to thrive in the gym as well 
as the classroom.” 

The site of the old pool is currently used for staff parking.  
 
<ENDS> 
​
More information: Please contact Principal Nicola Jacobsen on 03 443 0498 or principal@mtaspiring.school.nz   
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●​ Image 1: (L-R) Caroline Smith (18) and Sophia Menlove (17) 

●​ Image 2: Site of the recently demolished pool 
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